Continued raw milk consumption on farms: why?
The potential dangers associated with drinking unpasteurized milk have been highlighted over recent years. Nevertheless, the vast majority of Irish farming families persist in the practice. This qualitative study was undertaken to ascertain the reasons why. It was found that farmers generally believe their milk to be risk free on the basis of 'routine' test results. They also believe it to be of better quality than pasteurised milk, in addition to being the cheaper option. Adherence to tradition is another factor. The targeting of a more informed, credible public health message which takes account of commonly held, and understandable, views among the farming community is proposed.